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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed July 23, 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al., US 5,956,084. 

In regard to claim 1, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232, discloses a photographing 
operation control device for an electronic still camera (see figure 2), comprising; 

a buffer memory (see figure 2, element 40 and column 8, lines 8-12) that 
temporarily stores image data obtained through a photographing optical; and 

a blank photographing operation performing processor (see figure 2, 
element 300) that performs a photographing operation in a blank photographing 
mode, such that upon photographing, said image data is stored in said buffer 
memory without being stored in a recording medium, when no recoding medium 
is installed in the electronic still camera (see column 16, lines 11+), 
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when a recording medium without a blank recording are sufficient to store 
said image data is installed in the electronic still camera (see column 12, line 64 to 
column 13, Hne 6) Taniguchi does not disclose the image is not stored in a 
recording medium when a recoding medium, having a blank recording are 
sufficient to store said image data is installed in the electronic still camera. 
Moronaga et al., US 5,956,084, discloses a digital camera with a memory 
selecting switch (13), wherein when the switch is in the first position (22), the image data 
is stored in the intemal RAM (28) and when the switch is in the second position the 
image data is stored to the memory card (see column 9, lines 35-44). Figure 3b 
illustrated the display in the blank photographing mode wherein CA 12 is the number of 
images the memory card can hold, the number underneath represent the number of 
images stored in the memory card, TN 12 represents the number of images the intemal 
memory can hold, and the number undemeath represents the number of images stored in 
the memory (see column 10, lines 45-65). When in blank photographing mode, the 
images are only stored in the intemal memory until the memory is full and then the 
camera switches to external mode where the images begin being stored in the external 
memory (see column 12, line 63 to column 13, line 7). Moronaga et al., US 5,956,084, 
teaches a photographing mode wherein irrespective of whether the number of remaining 
frames in the external memory is zero or some other number, depression of the shutter 
release button is allowed unconditionally and the image is stored in the frame memory 
(see column 24, lines 30-40). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have been 
motivated to modify Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, US 
5,956,084, to have a blank photographing mode store the image in frame memory when 
whether the memory is full or not in order to always allow image capture as taught by 
Moronaga. 

In regard to claim 2, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising a photographing mode selecting processor (see Taniguchi: CPU 30) 
that sets said blank photographing mode (see Taniguchi: column 17, lines 1-3). 

In regard to claim 3, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al., 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 2. 
Taniguchi does not disclose wherein that the said photographing mode selecting 
processor (see Taniguchi: CPU 30) comprises a photographing mode set switch by which 
said blank photographing mode or internal recording mode is set, and which is provided 
in a camera body of the electronic still camera. However, it would have been an obvious 
design decision for one skilled in the art to modify the Taniguchi reference to have a 
photographing mode selection switch in order to allow the user to select the 
photographing mode. 

In regard to claim 4, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al., 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising the recording medium sensing processor (see Taniguchi: switch 10- 
off) that senses whether a recording medium is mounted, said blank photographing 
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operation performing processor performing a photographing operation in said blank 
photographing mode when said recording medium sensing processor senses that said 
recording medium is not mounted (see Taniguchi: column 8, lines 21-23 and column 12, 
line 11+). 

In regard to claim 5, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising a blank recording area sensing processor (CPU 30) that senses 
whether a blank recording area exists in the recording medium, said blank photographing 
operation performing processor (CPU 30) performing said photographing operation in 
said blank photographing mode when said blank recording area sensing processor senses 
that said recording medium has no blank recording area (see Taniguchi: column 12, line 
58 to column 13, line 5). 

In regard to claim 6, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising a recording medium sensing processor that senses whether the 
recording medium is mounted (see Taniguchi: switch 10-On and column 8, lines 21-23) , 
a blank recording area sensing processor (CPU 30) that senses whether a blank recording 
area exists in the recording medium (see Taniguchi: see column 12, line 58 to column 13, 
line 5), a normal photographing operation performing processor (CPU 30) that performs a 
photographing operation in a normal photographing mode (see Taniguchi: figures 18 A 
and B) in which, after storing said image data in said buffer memory (see Taniguchi: 
column 26, line 65 to column 27, line 1), said image data is read from said buffer 
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memory and recorded in said recording medium (see Taniguchi column 27, lines 1-19), 
and a photographing mode selecting processor that selects one of said blank 
photographing mode (image stored in internal memory) and said normal photographing 
mode (image stored on memory card), said photographing mode selecting processor 
being able to select said blank photographing mode when said recording medium sensing 
processor and said blank recording area sensing processor sense that the recording 
medium having the blank recording area is installed in said device(see Moronaga: column 
12, lines 33-60). 

In regard to claim 7, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising an image data transfer processor (CPU 30) that transfers said image 
data stored in said buffer to the recording medium (see Taniguchi: figure 18 a and b and 
column 24, lines 30-40). 

In regard to claim 8, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 7, 
further comprising a normal photographing operation performing processor (CPU 30) 
that performs a photographing operation in a normal photographing mode (see Taniguchi: 
figures 18 A and B) in which, after storing said image data in said buffer memory (see 
Taniguchi: column 26, line 65 to colunm 27, line 1), said image data is read from said 
buffer memory and recorded in said recording medium (see Taniguchi column 27, lines 
1-19) when said normal photographing mode is set. 
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In regard to claim 9, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al., 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising a mode informing processor (CPU 30) that informs that said blank 
photographing mode is set (see Taniguchi: column 16, line 60 to column 17, line 3). 

In regard to claim 10, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising the recording medium sensing processor (switch 10) that senses 
whether a recording medium is mounted and a non-mounting condition informing 
processor that informs that the recording medium is not mounted (see Taniguchi: column 
8,lines 21-23). 

In regard to claim 11, Taniguchi et al, US 6,549,232 in view of Moronaga et al, 
US 5,956,084, as described in regard to claim 1, discloses a device according to claim 1, 
further comprising a blank recording area sensing processor (CPU 30) that senses 
whether a blank recording area exists in the recording medium and a non-existing 
condition informing processor (CPU 30) that informs that the recording medium has no 
blank recording area (see Taniguchi: column 16, line 60 to column 17, line 3). 

Regarding claiml2, the appUcant, in the amendment filed on July 23, 2004, 
canceled the claim. 

Examiner's Reply 

4. The applicant submits that the Taniguchi and Moronaga, alone or in combination, fail to 
teach the Umitation recited in the claims, "a blank photographing mode, such that upon 
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photographing, said image data is stored in said buffer memory without being stored in a 
recording medium, . . . when a recording medium, having blank recording area sufficient to store 
said image data, is installed in the electronic still camera." The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Moronaga et al, US 5,956,084, discloses a digital camera with a memory selecting 
switch (13), wherein when the switch is in the first position (22), the image data is stored in the 
internal RAM (28) and when the switch is in the second position the image data is stored to the 
memory card (see column 9, lines 35-44). Figure 3b illustrates the display in the blank 
photographing mode wherein CA 12 is the number of images the memory card can hold, the 
number underneath represent the number of images stored in the memory card, IN 12 represents 
the number of images the intemal memory can hold, and the number undemeath represents the 
number of images stored in the memory (see column 10, lines 45-65). When in blank 
photographing mode, the images are only stored in the intemal memory until the memory is full 
and then the camera switches to external mode where the images begin being stored in the 
external memory (see column 12, line 63 to column 13, line 7). Therefore, the combination of 
Taniguchi and Moronaga discloses performing the blank photographing operation as claimed in 
claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

5. TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a)- 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 703-305-8623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attenpts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfial, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 



Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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